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IDEA-0611

Co.py_L af_l_

MEMORANDUNM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT : Agency U-Z Major Accident Summary

i. This memorandum is forwarded for your information per
your request,

2. From the commencement of U-2 training in 1956 until
December 1961, there have been ten major accidents involving
Agency-owned aireraft, As a result of these accidents, there were
five fatalities, eight aircraft were destroyed and two were returned
to service after repairs.

3, It should be noted that six of the accidents resulted from
incidents occurring below 1, 000 feet; two from pilot error and
possible hypoxia; one from unknown causes. The aircraft involved
in the 1 May 1960 incident has been included as a major accident
although conclusive details concerning it are not available and the
cause must be categorized as unknown. A brief summary of each
accident is attached.

4, As of December 1961 the average number of hours of U-2
flying time for Agency-controlled pilots is: {
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SECRET!

Attachment to 1D A 3611

L 13 May 1956 - U.2 Number 34S:

Both sogos falled to releass after take.off. The pilot foilowed
«stablished procedares to release pogos. The left pogo released on
the “irst sttempt. Cu the second attempt to release the right POEO
ine pilot fziled to malaisln adequate airspaed and altitude. The
tircraft stalled la a right turs and hit the grouad, intally injuriag
the pilot and demolishing tihe alreraft, The most srobable cause was
asilot arror.

{ae pllot made bis initial cUmb after taks-off in 2 nose algh, low
Airspesd altitude. At approximately 40-50 feet the left wing dropped
And the aircrait stalled into the ground., The alrcrait was destroyed
and the pllot was fatally lnjured. The probable czuse of this accldent
wan pliot error with poasible 1088 of night visica as a contribatiag
lactor.

3. 17 Septenber 1956 - U-2 Namber 346:

Lpproxiicately aight minutes after take~off the aircraft was seen
by two pllots in e T-33 and four pilots in & flight of RCAY F.56%s at
33, 300 faet. About fiva seconds after passiag the F.86's sad 500 feat
above them the U-2 dislotegrated and fell. Ths pllot was latally injured.
{ae ause of this sccldent could aot be definitely determined bayond
an iaitial failure of the right wing. Metal fatigueover atress or high
futernal wing pressures weras suggented as possibie causes of the wing
‘silure. The possibility of sabotage was shoroughly investigated and
sufficient evidence wan produced to rule out sabotage as a <ause.

19 Decewber 1956 - U.2 Numbaer 357

.....

gilut.  After approximately four aud one-hslf hours of flight he made
an smargency descent and allowed the airspesd to exceed the placard
itmis, causing bulfet and lows of coatrel. The pllot waw blown out ae
the alrcraft disintegrated. The primary cause was pilot error; the
cuntributing .ause was 2 leak Ia the oxygen systan:.. The pilot falled
to tace corrective actica and retura tc base prior to hecoming hypoxic
at altitade,
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5. 4 April 1937 - U«Z Numbar 341:

# leckkeed sllot on & test {light planned 1o i1y one hour at sormal
uiﬁmuziag temperature and then one hour at Z0%Centigrade above normal.
Radic comranication was lost. The fatally Injured pilet and demeolished
alvcralt wore fouad 72 hours iater, The offlcinl accldant investigation
conciaded that the caase of the accident was aypoxia of the pllot from
&n vadetsrriaed casuse. Eaglae ilameout due 1o hydraulic systen: iallure
and subseguent loas of cabin pressurization, mslfunctiening cockpit
ssals, oxygen syster. asi/er parsonal cquipment were consldered the
et probable reason for the hypoxia.

6. 24 Septercber 1957 -~ U-ZC Number 360:

un GCA iimat approach| the atreraft flamed 25X1
out dus to idel smtarvation sud made an emergency landiag o2 a prepared
divt strip, The pilolt was aot injured and the atroraft was rapaicad.
This was one of the {irst fuel consumption grofiles flown in the J-75
eguippad U.Z at Detachmrent €. The primary cause was supervisery
aad pilot error in not maintaining the fuel profile.

L 5 April 1960 » U-Z Number 349:

it retura {rase an overflight of Ching the pilot lost radic beacon
reception at 29, 950 leet. He descended through kare and srcoke to
6362 feet, but was unable to find the ase. While attemnptiag & clin:d
out towkris kis altercate the sngine lamed out due io iuel starvation
and a suceessial crash landing 'was made. The pilot »2a not injured
#nd the aircraft was repaizrsd. The primary cause waa pllot error;
the contribotlag iacter was @allare of airborne radioc alds. ‘

4. 1 May 1960 - U-2 Number 360:

Murlag aa everilight of the USSR the alrcraft axperienced
difficalty aad was “downed™ in ihe Svevdiovak area. The pllot was
captursd and the aircrait destroyed, Thare are tws basic hypotheses
for the iaclideat: one, englne malfunction which resulted irere clin:bing
the aircraft 16 sxcensive altitude {darage sustatned to the alrervalt
probably ocourred at lower altitudes); and, two, SAM damage at
altitude to the saglae furbine biade which resulted ia engine overkesting
zad flaally ilameout.
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9. 19 amarch 1961 - U-3C Nuwber 351

Wwhile soaiking a alght transition laading the pllot| |

| attermpted » “'go arvand . The pilot

pervitted the wing to drop and the alreraft struck the ground in-
varted and was gemolished by fire. Tae pilot was fatally injured.
Tae primary cause was belleved to be pilet errur in that he lost
control of bis alrerall,

i3, 14 Septenber 1961 - U-2 Number 353:

Alter a | krisaion the alreralt atalled v
:inal approach and struck (b grownd short of the runway. As it
came to rest on the runway the alrcraft barued beyond repalsr, but the
pilot escaped uninjured. The prircary cause was pllotl error. Coa-
sributing causes wers pilot fatigue and possible abacrmal turbuleacs
oif the 2pproach end of the runway.
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